GRAMMAR NOTES


THIRD CONDITIONAL

HOW TO USE THE THIRD CONDITIONAL

	if
+
past prefect
+
would

+
present perfect

	

If
I had studied, 
I would 
have passed the exam.







(I’d)

	The sentence can be reversed with no change of meaning.

	
would

+
present perfect+
if
+
past perfect

	
I would 

have passed the exam,
if 
I had studied.


(I’d)                                                                                 (I’d)


	It is used to talk about the past.

	1. It is used to talk about a situation in the past that did not occur or is imaginary.


	a) If I had been that mother, I would have given the child a smack. (But I was not the mother, so I did not give a smack.)

b) If I had been athletic at school, I would have become a famous footballer.  (But I was not athletic, so I did not become a footballer.




COMMON MISTAKES

	WRONG (
	RIGHT (

	I would’ve helped her, if I would’ve been there.
	I would’ve helped her, if I had been there.
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