GRAMMAR NOTES


SECOND CONDITIONAL

HOW TO USE THE SECOND CONDITIONAL

	if
+
past simple
+
would

+
infinitive

	

If

I studied, 

I would 
pass the exam.








(I’d)

	The sentence can be reversed with no change of meaning.

	
would

+
infinitive
+
if
+
past simple

	
I would 

pass the exam 

if 

I studied.


(I’d)


	It is used to talk about the present or the future.

	1. It is used to talk about a situation in the present or in the future that is imaginary.
	a) If I worked in that factory, I’d change things. (But I don’t work in that factory.)

b) If I were (was) a bird, I’d fly to you. (But I’m not a bird.)

	2. It is used to talk about a situation in the present or in the future that the speaker thinks is not likely or not probable.
	a) If she left her husband, she’d be happier. (But I think she is not going to leave him.)

b) I’d go and see Peter tomorrow if I knew where he lived. (But I don’t know where he lives.)


COMMON MISTAKES

	WRONG (
	RIGHT (

	If she wouldn’t like Vegemite, she doesn’t  eat it.
	If she didn’t like Vegemite, she wouldn’t eat it.
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