GRAMMAR NOTES


PRESENT CONTINUOUS

HOW TO USE THE PRESENT CONTINUOUS TENSE

	POSITIVE
	QUESTION
	NEGATIVE
	NEGATIVE: N’T

	I     am

  (‘m)
	working.
	Am I
	working?
	I      am

       (‘m)
	not working
	_______


	working

	He    is

She (‘s)

It 
	
	        he

Is     she

         it
	
	He     is

She (‘s)

It
	
	He

She isn’t

It
	

	We   are

You (‘re)

They
	
	         we

Are    you

         they
	
	We    are

You  (‘re)

They
	
	We

You aren’t

They
	


	There are some verbs that cannot be used in any of the continuous tenses (know, understand, like, …). 

	1. It is used to talk about an activity happening at the time of speaking.
	a) What’s that smell? Something’s burning.

b) Why are you wearing that funny hat?

	2. It is used to talk about an activity that is happening for a short time at or near the present, but may not be happening right now.
	a) I am studying English and German this term.

b) Rita is writing another book this year.


COMMON MISTAKES

	WRONG (
	RIGHT (

	I  staying.at the Eagle Motel at the moment

What do you do now?
	I’m staying at the Eagle Motel at the moment

What are you doing now? I’m watching television.
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