GRAMMAR NOTES


PAST PERFECT
HOW TO USE THE PAST PERFECT

	HAD   +   PAST PARTICIPLE

	POSITIVE
	QUESTION
	NEGATIVE

	I

He

She

It 

We

You

They
	had

(‘d)


	gone.


	Had
	I

he

she

it

we

you

they
	gone?
	I

He

She

It 

We

You

They
	had not

(hadn’t)
	gone.


	1. It is used to talk about an action that ended before another action, or time, in the past.
	a) My parents had eaten when I got home

b) The thief just walked in! Somebody had forgotten to lock the door.

	2. If either ‘before’ or ‘after’ is used in the sentence, the past perfect tense is not necessary because the meaning is already clear. The past simple tense can be used instead.
	a) He had arrived before we got there.

He arrived before we got there.

b) After the guests had left, I went to bed.

After the guests left, I went to bed. 


COMMON MISTAKES

	WRONG (
	RIGHT (

	When she had breakfast, she went to work.

The boy had lost his football a long time ago.

She looked out of the window, and then she had seen him. 
	When she’d had breakfast, she went to work.

The boy lost his football a long time ago.

She looked out of the window, and then she saw him.
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