GRAMMAR NOTES


PAST CONTINUOUS

HOW TO USE THE PAST CONTINUOUS TENSE

	POSITIVE
	QUESTION
	NEGATIVE

	I

He

She

It


	was 
	working.
	Was
	I

he

she

it
	working?
	I

He

She

It
	was not

(wasn’t)
	working.

	We

You

They
	were
	
	Were
	we

you

they
	
	We

You

They
	were not

(weren’t)
	


	1. Just as the present continuous tense is used to talk about an activity happening at the time of speaking, the past continuous tense is used to talk about an activity happening at a time in the past.
	a) What were you doing at 8.00 o’clock last night? I was watching television.

b) When I got home the children were crying and the dog was barking.



	2. It is used for descriptions because it gives the idea of an activity or situation lasting for some time.
	a) This morning was really beautiful. The sun was shining, the birds were singing, and everyone in the street was smiling and saying hello to each other.

b) Maria looked beautiful last night. She was wearing a lovely velvet shirt.

	3. It is used to talk about an activity that is interrupted.


Compare sentences a) and b).
	a) When we arrived, she made some coffee. (She began making coffee after we arrived.)

b) When we arrived, she was making some coffee. (She was in the middle of making coffee, and we interrupted her.)

	4. It is used to talk about an activity that might not be finished. The past simple tense is used to talk about an activity that is finished.


Compare sentences a) and b).
	a) I read a book yesterday. (and finished it)

b) I was reading a book yesterday. (and I’ll finish it today)


COMMON MISTAKES

	WRONG (
	RIGHT (

	I was laughing when I was seeing him.
	I was laughing when I saw him.
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