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THE ROLE OF ADULT LITERACY AND NUMERACY POLICY. PROVISION AND RESEARCH
LIFELONG LEARNING AND SOCI0-ECONOMIC WELL-BEING

\ision Statement

ALNARC represents a national innovative collaboration between

university-based centres in most states for research into adult

literacy and numeracy. This gives ALNARC a unique profile

internationally. The Consortium aims to:

* Develop and maintain an active research culture

* Contribute to the quality of practice, professional
development, research and policy

* Carry out commissioned research projects

* Respond to state and national needs as required

Background to the Consortium

The Australian National Training Authority Training funds ALNARC
to promote research activity in adult literacy and numeracy.
Details of previous research programs can be found on the
ALNARC website.

Purpose of the Consortium
ALNARC seeks to foster a culture of inquiry about adult numeracy
and literacy provision in contemporary Australian communities,

education settings and workplaces. Activities include the following:

* national research projects guided by stakeholder consultations

* professional development activities that explore the
implications of research

* publications about adult literacy and numeracy and
dissemination to a range of audiences

* collaboration with other research and advocacy groups

* position papers to provide strategic guidance

National Office

The National Office provides overall coordination for ALNARC
projects and activities. The Office is currently hosted by
Victoria University.

The National Advisory Committee
Most states have an Advisory Committee to assist it in its work.
The National Advisory Committee provides broad advice about
research directions. Its membership consists of Centre Directors,
representatives from ANTA, DETYA, national industry training
advisory bodies and the Australian Council for Adult Literacy.
Professor Kaye Schofield, RCVET, University of Technology,
Sydney is the current Chair of the National Advisory Committee.

ALNARC Research Program - June 2001 - June 2002
For the period June 2001 - June 2002 the ALNARC research
program addresses the issue of the role of adult literacy and
numeracy in lifelong learning and socio-economic well-being.

The current research program consists of four interlocking projects.
Project #1: What does the past tell us about the role of adult
numeracy and literacy?
*  What initiatives have been undertaken in recent years in
adult literacy and numeracy policy and research? How
have they been designed to improve vocational and lifelong
learning opportunities?
* Can Australia be informed by new policy and program
developments in the UK and elsewhere in industrial countries?
* How have policy in the literacy and numeracy area, and
policy in related areas (e.g. health, poverty, (unjemployment,
and casualisation of work) informed each other?

Project #2: What does the present tell us about the role

of adult numeracy and literacy?

This project produces five examples of literacy and numeracy
provision across contexts as diverse as workplace learning,
community provision and vocational training. A range of
methodologies are employed across sites to provide insights into
the contemporary context of existing literacy and numeracy practices
and what these practices might tell us about future provision.

Project #3: Scenarios for the future

This project considers future scenarios for adult literacy and
numeracy use in work and community contexts where notions
of skills and knowledge are in a process of rapid transformation?
It explores these scenarios through a series of interdisciplinary
and cross-sectoral discussion papers, which will form the basis
of an online forum during the early months of 2002.

Project #4: Implications for adult literacy and numeracy
provision and research: an analysis of the ‘evidence’.
ALNARC's overall research plan is drawn together under this project.

Publications

ALNARC has strongly advocated for the development of a ‘visible’
research culture about adult literacy and numeracy through a
range of publications widely available through the ALNARC
National website and its links.

Researchers sponsored by ALNARC develop multiple formats
for dissemination of research using journal articles, pamphlets,
and chapters in books. We also will explore ‘research
monograph’ publications.



Collahoration with Stakeholders

In addition to advisory structures and

ongoing networking, a feature of the current

research program wil be an On-line Forum

planned for the early months of 2002.

In general our consultations for the
June 2001- June 2002 program invite
stakeholders to engage with the
following issues:

* What form might future adult literacy
and numeracy policies take?

* |s there evidence to support the claim
that more integrated policy will provide
greater leverage for workplace learning
and effective citizenship programs?

* What are the future implications for
improved policy, provision and research?

http://www.staff.vu.edu.au/alnarc

Email
alnarc@vu.edu.au

ALNARC Contacts

Chair, Committee of ALNARC Directors
Dr Sue Shore

University of South Australia

Phone: 61 8 8302 6286

Fax: 61 8 8302 6239
sue.shore@unisa.edu.au

National Coordinator

Ms Carolyn Ovens

Victoria University, Footscray Park Campus,
School of Education

P O Box 14428 - MCMC

Melbourne Vic 8001

Phone: (03) 9688 5085

Fax: (03) 9688 4646
Carolyn.Ovens@vu.edu.au

New South Wales ALNARC Centre
University of Technology, Sydney
School of Adult Education

P O Box 123

Broadway NSW 2007

Co-Director Dr Betty Johnston
Co-Director Ms Sheilagh Kelly
Phone: 02 9514 3913

Fax: 02 9514 3939
Sheilagh.Kelly@uts.edu.au
Researcher Ms Jenny McGuirk
Ph and fax 02 9560 3147
mmcguirk@ozemail.com.au

Queensland ALNARC Centre
Griffith University

Faculty of Education

Nathan Qld 4111

Director Dr Jean Searle

Ph 07 3875 5712

Fax: 07 3875 6868
Jean.Searle@mailbox.gu.edu.au
www.gu.edu.au/school/vta/alnarc

Queensland Coordinator
Ms Ann Kelly

Ph: (07) 3244 5596
Ann.Kelly@bigpond.com

South Australian ALNARC Centre
University of South Australia

School of Education

Holbrooks Road

Underdale SA 5032

Director Dr Sue Shore
Ph: 08 8302 6286

Fax: 08 8302 6239
sue.shore@unisa.edu.au
www.unisa.edu.au/alrmn

Researcher Ms Ruth Trenerry
Ph: 08 8302 6489

Fax: 08 8302 6315
ruth.trenerry@unisa.edu.au

Tasmanian ALNARC Centre
University of Tasmania

Centre for Research and Learning
in Regional Australia

Locked Bag 1 - 313

Launceston Tas 7250

Director Dr lan Falk
Ph: 03 6324 3723
Fax: 03 6324 3040
lan.Falk@utas.edu.au
www.crlra.utas.edu.au/

Tasmanian Coordinator Ms Pat Millar
Ph: 03 6254 1497

Fax: 03 632 3040
Patricia.Millar@utas.edu.au

Victorian ALNARC Centre

Victoria University, Footscray Campus
School of Education

P O Box 14428 MCMC

Melbourne Vic 8001

Director Ms Christine Riddell
Ph: 03 9688 4408

Fax: 03 9688 4646
Christine.Riddell@vu.edu.au

Victorian Coordinator
Ms Liz Suda

Ph: 03 9688 5086
Fax: 03 9688 4646
Liz.Suda@vu.edu.au

WA ALNARC Projects Contacts
Dr Anthea Taylor

Graduate School of Education
University of WA

Ph 09380 2398

Fax +61 89380 1056
ataylor@ecel.uwa.edu.

Dr Marion Milton

Adult Literacy Teacher Education Program
Edith Cowan University

Ph: (08) 9370.6205

Fax: (08) 9370.6044
m.milton@ecu.edu.au

NT ALNARC Projects Contacts
Ms Metta Young

Centre for Appropriate Technology Inc.
Ph (08) 8951 4354

Fax (08) 8951 4334
catcai@ozemail.com.au

Ms Evelyn Schaber

Batchelor Institute of Indigenous
Tertiary Education

Ph: (08) 8951 8300

Fax: (08) 8951 8311
evelyn.schaber@nt.gov.au

Ms Kate Boyd

Faculty of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Studies

Northern Territory University

Ph: (08) 89466482

Ph: (08) 89466067

Fax: (08) 89466345
kate.boyd@mandorah.ntu.edu.au
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